
�����:H�ZHUH�QoW�PDkLQJ�books�ZKHQ�ZH�Wook�oXU�ODsW�bLJ�WULS�oXW�ZHsW�LQ������ We now realize that it is essential to “tell 
a story” with our books. This has led us to taking photographs “out the window of the car” to show the areas we have 
traveled through on our way to reaching the great destinations of our trip. We decided that this trip �OiNe RXU 2011 WUiS� 
deserved two books. This is the second book from our 2016 trip to the Midwest. It covers Yellowstone National Park, the 
Beartooth Highway, Devils Tower National Monument, the Badlands National Park and the Corn Palace in Mitchell, SD. 
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�����7KLs�Ls�WKH��QG�book�DboXW�oXU������
WULS�Wo�WKH�0LGZHsW��DQG�D�OoW�oI�JUHDW�
SKoWoJUDSKs�KDG�Wo�bH�OHIW�oXW�HYHQ�WKHQ� 
Fall is such a beautiful time of the year 
that we could have made a book about 
golden autumn leaves across the 
country. 
�����7KH�ILUsW�book�HQGHG�ZLWK�WKH�*UDQG�
7HWoQ�1DWLoQDO�3DUk��WKLs�book�SLFks�XS�
WKH�MoXUQH\�LQ�<HOOoZsWoQH�1DWLoQDO�
3DUk� It was cold when we arrived, but 
started to warm up as the days rolled by. 
We were prepared with our down coats. 
     <HOOoZsWoQH��GXH�Wo�LWs�GLYHUsLW\��Ls�
SUobDbO\�WKH�PosW�H[FLWLQJ�oI�DOO�
QDWLoQDO�SDUks�Wo�YLsLW. We’ve already 
completed a book covering our first 
three trips to the park. But there is 
always something new - as this book 
shows. 
    �:H�WDFkOHG�WKH�%HDUWooWK�+LJKZD\�
DIWHU�OHDYLQJ�<HOOoZsWoQH��DQG�WKDW�ZDs�
D�YHU\�QHZ�H[SHULHQFH. Staying at the 
Grizzly Lodge was another new 
experience.  
�����7KHQ�ZH�ZHUH�bDFk�Wo�IDPLOLDU�SODFHs��
HYHQ�WKoXJK�WKH\�KDG�bHHQ�YLsLWHG����
\HDUs�DJo��Devil’s Tower National 
Monument was a place we absolutely 
wanted to see, as was the Badlands 
National Park and finally the Corn 
Palace in Mitchell, South Dakota. They 
all lived up to our expectations, and had 
remained relatively untouched over the 
years. 
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9LHZs�DOoQJ�WKH�-oKQ�'��5oFkHIHOOHU��-U��0HPoULDO�3DUkZD\�WKDW�FoQQHFWs�WKH�*UDQG�7HWoQ�1DWLoQDO�
3DUk�Wo�<HOOoZsWoQH�1DWLoQDO�3DUk�
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:H�DUULYHG�LQ�<HOOoZsWoQH�YLD�WKH�soXWKHUQ�HQWUDQFH��DQG�sooQ�FDPH�Wo�*UDQW�9LOODJH��ZheUe Ze VWD\eG IRU 
WhUee niJhWV�� DQG�<HOOoZsWoQH�/DkH��:H�KDG� sWD\HG� LQ�*UDQW�9LOODJH� ��� \HDUs� DJo� oQ� oXU� ILUsW� YLsLW� Wo�
<HOOoZsWoQH��bXW�WKHUH�KDG�bHHQ�D�OoW�oI�FKDQJHs��DnG iPSURYePenWV��LQ�WKH�IDFLOLWLHs��
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$IWHU� FKHFkLQJ� LQ� oXU� UooP��ZH� GUoYH� Wo� WKH� soXWKHUQ�
OooS�oI�WKH�SDUk��DOoQJ�WKH�ZD\�ZH�KDG�oXU�ILUsW�W\SLFDO�
<HOOoZsWoQH� H[SHULHQFH� Cars were stopped in both 
directions, and meandering down the road were three 
large bison. Jim stopped, opened his window and 
grabbed his camera. Everything was fine until the lead 
bison decided to cross the road right where we were 
stopped. The above �VOiJhWO\ RXW RI IRFXV� photo was taken 
just before we were about to be “attacked.” 
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)LUHKoOH�)DOOs�Ls�OoFDWHG�oQ�D�sPDOO sLGH�UoDG (nRZ Rne�ZD\)�DQG��oI�FoXUsH��Ls�OoFDWHG�oQ�WKH�)LUHKoOH�
5LYHU. We photographed the falls in ‘86 and there were no people around. This time we could hardly 
find a place to park our car - and it wasn’t even the busy summer season.
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6HSWHPbHU����������
7KLs�Ls�D�SoSXODU�)LUHKoOH�5LYHU�sZLPPLQJ�KoOH�WKDW·s�QoW�IDU�IUoP�WKH�IDOOs��DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�
HYHQ�SHoSOH�FoPLQJ�oXW�oI�WKH�ZDWHU�oQ�WKLs�FoOG�GD\��It’s hard to imagine the place on a hot 
summer day �IUen]\). When we took the photo of the man fishing in ‘04 we were alone. 
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6HSWHPbHU����������
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    �2XU�ILUsW�HYHQLQJ�LQ�<HOOoZsWoQH�ZDs�
sSHQW�QHDU�WKH�ODkH��DQG�ZH�FoXOGQ·W�KDYH�
DskHG�IoU�D�bHWWHU�sk\. There had been storms 
the previous evening and the sky remained 
in turmoil. The slowly setting sun gave us 
myriads of gorgeous photographs. 
�����7KLs�ZDs�WKH�ILUsW�WLPH�ZH�KDG�HYHU�UHDOO\�
FoQFHQWUDWHG�oQ�<HOOoZsWoQH�/DkH. Thirty 
years ago, when we also stayed at Grant 
Village, the June mosquitos were so bad that 
we ran from our room to the car and never 
looked back. In 2004, for reasons unknown, 
we ignored the lake. And in 2009 we drove 
quickly past the lake on our way out of the 
Eastern exit. 
     7KLs�ZDs�oXU�\HDU�Wo�IoFXs�oQ�WKH�ODkH �nR 
PRVTXiWRV WR VWRS XV�. To our amazement there 
was a significant geyser basin right on the 
lake known as the West Thumb Basin. We 
had never seen it before.  
�����:H�ZDOkHG�WKH�SDWKs�ZLWK�sWHDP�ULsLQJ�DOO�
DUoXQG�Xs��WKH�ODkH�bHsLGH�Xs�DQG�D�sXQsHW�Wo�
ZULWH�SoHWU\�DboXt. And if that was not 
enough, we discovered that a herd of elk also 
liked the area. In the midst of the geysers 
roamed a giant bull elk and his harem. 
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<HOOoZsWoQH�/DkH���WKH�ODUJHsW�ODkH�DboYH������·�LQ�1oUWK�$PHULFD�
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7KH�sXQ�bHJLQQLQJ�Wo�sHW�oYHU�<HOOoZsWoQH�/DkH��
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([SHULHQFLQJ�WKH�JH\sHUs�DW�WKH�:HsW�7KXPb�%DsLQ��
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6WHDP��sHWWLQJ�sXQ��ODkH�DQG�WKH�ILUsW�HOk��
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7KH�IDPLO\�KDYLQJ�DQ�HYHQLQJ�sQDFk��
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7KH�sXQsHW�bHFoPLQJ�PoUH�sSHFWDFXODU�DFUoss�IUoP�WKH�)LsKLQJ�&oQH�*H\sHU��
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������
7KH�QH[W�PoUQLQJ�ZH�KHDGHG�(DsW�oQ�WKH�
OoZHU�OooS�UoDG�DQG�sWoSSHG�DW�)LsKLQJ�
%ULGJH. This is another part of Yellowstone 
that we had ignored on previous trips to the 
park. 
      -LP�ZHQW�XS�oQ�WKH�bULGJH �iW ZRXOG hDYe 
Eeen IiOOeG ZiWh IiVheUPen in Whe SDVW�. I decided 
to walk below the bridge along the shore of 
the Yellowstone River. Jim’s photo shows 
that a bison is standing on the hill right above 
me (Dn inWeUeVWinJ MX[WDSRViWiRn�. 
    �1HDU�WKH�bULGJH�WKH�<HOOoZsWoQH�5LYHU�Ls�
YHU\�FDOP�DQG�OD]\�Ds�LW�JoHs�oQ�Wo�HQWHU�
<HOOoZsWoQH�/DkH. As you drive the loop 
road north the river continues to spread out, 
and is a perfect location for wildlife to be 
viewed. We also saw several types of 
waterfowl. Also along the way there are 
several different thermal features. 
�����7KH�<HOOoZsWoQH�5LYHU�JoHs�WKUoXJK�D�
PDMoU�WUDQsIoUPDWLoQ�Ds�LW�KHDGs�HYHQ�
IXUWKHU�QoUWK�DQG�HQWHUs�WKH�*UDQG�&DQ\oQ�oI�
WKH�&oOoUDGo. Here it rushes and tumbles and 
forms great waterfalls as it tears beneath the 
canyon walls. 
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8S�IUoP�)LsKLQJ�%ULGJH�WKHUH�DUH�JH\sHUs�sHQGLQJ�sWHDP�LQ�WKH�DLU�oQ�WKH�IDU�sLGH�oI�WKH�<HOOoZsWoQH�5LYHU��
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,Q�WKLs�YHU\�´OD]\µ�sHFWLoQ�oI�WKH�<HOOoZsWoQH�WKHUH�ZHUH�sHYHUDO�GLIIHUHQW�kLQGs�oI�ZDWHU�IoZO�DQG�HOk��
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7KLs�WLPH�WKH�SDLQWLQJ�ZDs�oQ�D�YDQ�� 6HYHUDO�WLPHs�ZH�sDZ�%LJ�+oUQ�6KHHS��
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7KLs�bHDXWLIXO�Fo\oWH�SXW�oQ�D�sKoZ�IoU�WKH�ZDWFKLQJ�WoXULsWs��
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7KH�ODQG�JOoZHG�Ds�WKH�sXQ�bHJDQ�Wo�sHW��DQG�WKHQ�bHFDPH�bULOOLDQW�bHKLQG�WKH�bXUQHG�oXW�IoUUHsW��
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����7KH�*UDQG�&DQ\oQ�oI�WKH�&oOoUDGo�Ls�
DOZD\s�sSHFWDFXODU. Our photographs over 
the past 30 years show that there’s a lot more 
water in the spring, but it’s always beautiful. 
�����2Q�WKLs�WULS�ZH�YLsLWHG�WKH�IDOOs�DQG�WKH�
FDQ\oQ�WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�GD\s��DQG�WKUHH�
GLIIHUHQW�WLPHs�oI�WKH�GD\� ($OO Whe SiFWXUeV 
hDYe Eeen SXW WRJeWheU VR DV nRW WR Ee FRnIXVinJ�� 
In the early morning the sun shines on one 
side of the canyon, and late in the day it 
shines on the other side. Near noon  the 
entire canyon is lit, and you can actually see 
the river below. We find that the trees on the 
rim are also an interesting subject to 
photograph. 
�����:H�ZHUH�GLsDSSoLQWHG��bHFDXsH�oXU�
IDYoULWH�sSoW�Wo�SKoWoJUDSK �InVSiUDWiRn 3RinW� 
ZDs�FOosHG�Wo�DOO�WUDIILF�GXH�Wo�FoQsWUXFWLoQ� 
We should be glad that work continues 
within the park - only not when we’re there. 
�����-XsW�QoUWK�oI�WKH�*UDQG�&DQ\oQ�Ls�DQoWKHU�
sHFWLoQ�oI�WKH�<HOOoZsWoQH�5LYHU�WKDW�oIIHUs�
YLHZs�oI�WKH�ILHOGs�DQG�KLOOs�oI�QoUWKHUQ�
<HOOoZsWoQH�1DWLoQDO�3DUk� �The GiYeUViW\ 
ZiWhin Whe ERUGeUV RI <eOORZVWRne iV DPD]inJ� iW·V 
OiNe PDn\ SDUNV in Rne�� 
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7KH�IXOO\�OLW�*UDQG�&DQ\oQ�oI�WKH�<HOOoZsWoQH�DW�DUoXQG������SP��
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7KH�/oZHU�)DOOs�DW�������DP����RSSRViWe��WKH�IDOOs�DW������SQ�42 
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7KH�QoUWKHUQ�sHFWLoQ�oI�WKH�<HOOoZsWoQH�5LYHU��ZKHUH�WKH�FDQ\oQ�HQWHUs�WKH�UoOOLQJ�KLOOs�oI�WKH�SDUk��
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$QoWKHU�oQH�ZD\�sLGH�UoDG�Wook�Xs� LQWo�soPH�oI�<HOOoZsWoQH·s�bDFk�
FoXQWU\��The road followed a section of the Gibbon River and passed by 
the Virginia Cascades.  We appeared to be the only people driving this 
by-pass, which was fortunate, because it was very narrow in places 
�ZiWh VWeeS GURS RIIV�� Then it leveled off, and led us past pleasant fields 
and a meandering stream. 
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7KH�ZHsWHUQ�UoDG�oI�WKH�XSSHU�<HOOoZsWoQH�OooS�ZDs�FOosHG�IoU�PDMoU�FoQsWUXFWLoQ� This forced 
the park traffic to drive up the eastern road in order to reach Mammoth Hot Springs and the 
northern exits. Fortunately it were late in the season, otherwise we would have spent a lot of 
time in traffic jams. 
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)LsKHUPHQ�ZHUH�IUHTXHQWO\�sHHQ��GoLQJ�WKHLU�WKLQJ��LQ�WKH�PDQ\�ULYHUs�oI�<HOOoZsWoQH��
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�����,Q�������Rn RXU 12 hRXU MDXnW WhURXJh 
nRUWheUn <eOORZVWRne��ZH�HQGHG�oXU�GD\�DW�WKH�
*UDQG�3ULsPDWLF�6SULQJ��bHFDXsH�LW�ZDs�FOosH�
Wo�WKH�:HsW�<HOOoZsWoQH�H[LW. It was late in 
the day and in early July. The setting sun 
made for excellent photographs. 
  ���2Q�oXU�YLsLW�WKLs�WLPH�ZH�KDG�OoWs�oI�
sXQsKLQH��DQG�WKH�OoZ�KoUL]oQ�sXQ�WKDW�
oFFXUs�DUoXQG������LQ�WKH�IDOO. Everything 
look familiar, yet different, because of the 
changing light. 
�����:H�KDYH�SKoWos�oI�WKH�sFHQH�Wo�WKH�OHIW�
IUoP�HYHU\�WULS�Wo�<HOOoZsWoQH�  We 
intentionally photographed a group of tree 
stumps further along the trail that have 
remained in place for over 30 years. 
     7KLs�WLPH��LQ�WKH�bULJKWHU�OLJKW��ZH�SDLG�
PoUH�DWWHQWLoQ�Wo�WKH�WKHUPDO�IHDWXUHs�WKDW�
ZHUH�oII�WKH�PDLQ�SDWK. But, of course, the 
Grand Prismatic Spring was our major focus. 
It seems to be continually sending up vast 
quantities of water and steam; it is a great 
place to get pictures of Yellowstone in action.     
�����2II�LQ�WKH�GLsWDQFH�ZH�FoXOG�sHH�bLsoQ�
UoDPLQJ�DUoXQG�LQ�WKLs�OHYHO��ZDUP�
HQYLUoQPHQW��
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7KH�boDUGZDOk�KHDGLQJ�WKH�WKH�*UHDW�3ULsPDWLF�)oXQWDLQ��
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����� �����

����� �����

69 



7KH�*UDQG�3ULsPDWLF�6SULQJ�bOoZLQJ�oII�sWHDP�DQG�ZDWHU��
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7KH�)oXQWDLQ�3DLQW�3oW��OoFDWHG�oQ�D�KLOO�DboYH�WKH�H[SOoGLQJ�sSULQJ��MXsW�bXbbOHs�DQG�SOoSs��
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&UossLQJ�WKH�&oQWLQHQWDO�'LYLGH��EeWZeen 2OG )DiWhIXO  DnG *UDnW 9iOODJe��LQ�ODWH�-XQH������

7KH�sDPH�SODFH����\HDUs�ODWHU���6HSWHPbHU���������
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7KLs�sWUHDP��SoQG�DQG�bULGJH�DUH�OoFDWHG�ZKHUH�WKH�&oQWLQHQWDO�'LYLGH�FUossHs�WKH�SDUk��We stopped here 
with Sarah and Rachael in ‘86, but the park has really improved the site since then. 
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�����,Q������ZH�sWD\HG�LQ�2OG�)DLWKIXO�/oGJH��
DQG�sSHQW�D�OoW�oI�WLPH�ZDOkLQJ�WKH�
WUDLOs�boDUGZDOks�sXUUoXQGLQJ�WKLs�KLsWoULF�
SODFH�� In 1986 we didn’t stay here, but ate at 
the cafeteria every evening. �The FDIeWeUiD ZDV 
FORVeG in 200��� 
�����,Q������ZH�YLsLWHG�WKH�2OG�)DLWKIXO�DUHD�
WZLFH��DFWXDOO\ � WiPeV� VinFe Ze DWe GinneU in 
UeRSeneG FDIeWeUiD WZR eYeninJV�. Our first visit 
was late at night. We looked outside the 
cafeteria and noticed people lined up to 
watch Old Faithful erupt. We went out after 
dinner and took our first night pictures here. 
�����7KH�QH[W�GD\�LQ�WKH�bULJKW�sXQOLJKW�ZH�
UHWXUQHG�DQG�GLG�D�OoW�oI�ZDOkLQJ. In order to 
see all of the different geysers, springs and 
pools you have to walk several miles. Most of     
the walking is currently done on boardwalks 
in order to preserve the land �DnG \RX�. Early 
on you walk near the Firehole River, which 
keeps showing up throughout the hike. 
���2QH�oI�WKH�IDUWKHsW�IHDWXUHs�Ls�0oUQLQJ�
*OoU\�3ooO��soPHWKLQJ�QoW�Wo�bH�PLssHG. Jim’s 
legs gave out and he sent me on. My legs 
nearly gave out, but I made it out and back. 
His Fitbit said we had walked 7 miles. 
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2OG�)DLWKIXO�DW�QLJKW��
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2OG�)DLWKIXO�LQ�WKH�PoUQLQJ�
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7KH�)LUHKoOH�5LYHU�QHDU�2OG�)DLWKIXO�/oGJH��
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$s�\oX�ZDOk�DOoQJ�WKH�boDUGZDOk�WKHUH�Ls�D�FoQsWDQW�DUUD\�oI�GLIIHUHQW�FoOoUs�WKDW�DUH�FUHDWHG�b\�PLQHUDOs�
DQG�bDFWHULD��Each thermal feature is unique. 
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6oPH�oI�WKH�SooOs�DUH�sPDOO�OLkH�WKH�&KUoPDWLF�3ooO��DERYe���bXW�WKH�QHDUb\�%HDXW\�3ooO��UiJhW��FoYHUs�D�
ODUJHU�DUHD� Both have brilliant and similar colors. 
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*URWWR *e\VeU iV hDUG WR PiVV ZiWh iWV GiVWinFWiYe VhDSeV� 
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0oUQLQJ�*OoU\�3ooO� Ls�oQH�oI� WKH�PosW�SKoWoJUDSKHG�SODFHs� LQ�<HOOoZsWoQH� People threw in coins for years and nearly 
plugged it up. The park cleaned it out and keep people away, but it will never be the same. �The ViJn nRWeG WhDW iV ZDV VORZO\ 
ORVinJ iWV FRORU DnG Zater.) The barriers make it hard to photograph today; 30 years ago there were no barriers. 
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WDONinJ EDFN WR Whe 2OG )DiWhIXO /RGJe iV nRW DV e[FiWinJ� EXW Whe DUeD VWiOO hDV ORWV RI inWeUeVWinJ YieZV� 
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&DsWOH�*H\sHU�Ls�WKH�ODsW�UHDOO\�oXWsWDQGLQJ�JH\sHU�oQ�WKH�KLkH�DUoXQG�WKH�2OG�)DLWKIXO�*H\sHU�
/ooS�� We sat for a while in anticipation of an eruption that was supposed to happen 
momentarily. But it waited until we left. It still has an impressive cone. 
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$FUoss�WKH�KLJKZD\�IUoP�WKH�2OG�)DLWKIXO�Ls�DQoWKHU�DUHD�kQoZQ�Ds�WKH�
%ODFk� 6DQG� %DsLQ. The Iron Spring Creek plays a major part in the 
scenic views we like to photograph here. 
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6HSWHPbHU����������
,Q������WKLs�SKoWoJUDSK�oI�WKH�,UoQ�6SULQJ�&UHHk �UiJhW��ZDs�oQH�oI�oXU�IDYoULWHs�IUoP�WKH�WULS� This time we 
tried to replicate the picture, but didn’t have the spectacular clouds of 2004. 
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6HSWHPbHU����������
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2SDOHsFHQW�3ooO�LQ�WKH�%ODFk�6DQGs�%DsLQ��
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*UHDW�)oXQWDLQ�*H\sHU�ZDs�QoW�HUUXSWLQJ�ZKHQ�ZH�YLsLWHG�WKH�DUHD��bXW�LW�sWLOO�ZDs�D�sSHFWDFXODU�SODFH�Wo�SKoWoJUDSK��
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:KLWH�'oPH�*H\sHU�
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7KHUH�ZHUH�SOHQW\�oI�bLsoQ�QHDU�WKH�UoDG�ZKHQ�ZH�ZHQW�DUoXQG�WKH�)LUHKoOH�/DkH�'ULYH��In fact on 
this trip there were bison everywhere in Yellowstone. The population must be booming. 
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�����$IWHU�WKUHH�QLJKWs�LQ�*UDQW�9LOODJH�oQ�
<HOOoZsWoQH�/DkH��ZH�KHDGHG�QoUWK�WoZDUGs�
0DPPoWK�+oW�6SULQJs��The western road 
that we would normally have taken was the 
road closed for construction.  
�����(YHU\�WLPH�ZH�Jo�Wo�0DPPoWK�+oW�
6SULQJs�LW�Oooks�GLIIHUHQW� This area seems to 
be effected by earthquakes and water 
sources. An area that is gorgeous one year 
might be dried up the next year. And of 
course, the weather has a big impact on the 
sky and clouds. We had a beautiful, clear sky 
on this day - cloudless. 
�����,W�Ls�LPSossLbOH�Wo�WDkH�bDG�SKoWoJUDSKs�
KHUH. The lower terraces are mostly dried up, 
but drive up the hill to the upper terrace and 
there many new places that are coming alive 
with chemical and bacterial color. 
 ����$�FoPSOH[�boDUGZDOk�DOOoZs�\oX�Wo�ZDOk�
oXW�LQWo�SODFHs�WKDW�ZHUH�SUHYLoXsO\�
XQDYDLODbOH. The park service is doing a good 
job of making places accessible and safe for 
everyone. As we get older we appreciate not 
having to climb over boulders into unsafe 
areas - just to take an important photograph. 
But, we still do it when necessary. 
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7KLs�Ls�oQH�oI�WKH�WHUUDFHs�WKDW�ZDs�SUHYLoLXsO\�QoW�YLsLbOH. The boardwalk allowed this view. 
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6HSWHPbHU����������

-XO\���������
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6HSWHPbHU����������
2Q�WKH�oWKHU�KDQG��WKLs�YLHZ�KDs�KDUGO\�FKDQJHG���MXsW�GLIIHUHQW�FDPHUDs��
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�����:H�OHIW�0DPPoWK�+oW�6SULQJs�DQG�KHDGHG�
HDsW�DFUoss�WKH�QoUWKHUQ�UoDGs�oI�WKH�SDUk� 
This is the place where wolf watchers gather 
in hopes of spotting the distant wolf packs 
that live here.  We didn’t see any wolves, but 
we spotted many other kinds of wildlife. 
There were deer stopped by the side of the 
road, big horned sheep, antelope, mountain 
goats, elk and an infinite number of bison. 
Except for moose and bear from previous 
trips, we saw more variety than ever before. 
�����:H�UHWUDFHG�WKH�sLGH�GLUW�UoDG�WKDW�ZH�KDG�
so�HQMo\HG�LQ�����. It was still a good side 
trip, but the color was nearly gone this far 
north. �$XWXPn hDG Eeen DheDG RI VFheGXOe WhiV 
enWiUe YDFDWiRn � PRVWO\ WR RXU EeneIiW�� 
     7KHQ�ZH�KHDGHG�IXUWKHU�HDsW�WoZDUGs�WKH�
1oUWKHDsW�HQWUDQFH�H[LW��We would spend the 
next two nights just outside the park here in 
the miniscule town of Silver Gate. To get 
there we passed through the rolling hills that 
make up the north eastern part of the park, 
past the Soda Butte Creek and bison, bison, 
bison. That evening and the next evening we 
would return for last views of Yellowstone. 
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%ODFkWDLO�3ODWHDX�'ULYH�ZDs�ZoQGHUoXs�LQ�������bXW�PXFK�oI�WKH�FoOoU�ZDs�JoQH�WKLs�\HDU��bXW�sWLOO�JooG��
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/ookLQJ�oII�WoZDUGs�ZoOI�ZoUOG��
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-XO\���������
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6HSWHPbHU����������
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�6oGD�%XWWH�&UHHk��bLsoQ�DQG�FoOoUIXO�&oWWoQZooG�WUHHs�LQ�WKH�/DUPDU�9DOOH\���
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6LOYHU�*DWH�Ls�MXsW�oXWsLGH�WKH�SDUk��ZhiFh iV PRVWO\ in W\RPinJ���bXW�6LOYHU�*DWH�KDs�D�0oQWDQD�DGGUHss� It 
wasn’t much of a town. Our motel was the Grizzley Lodge and it was not much of a motel. But it had a 
kitchen and a decent bed and was cheap compared to park rooms. 
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                                                         :KHQ�\oX�OHDYH��6LOYHU�*DWH��\oX�KHDG�WoZDUGs�WKH�%HDUWooWK��
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�����7KLs�WULS�Wo�WKH�0LGZHsW�ZDs�DOO�DboXW�WKH�
%HDUWooWK�+LJKZD\. A friend of ours, Marge 
Weatherby, had driven over the Beartooth 
the previous year. We envied her; this road 
was a destination that we had wanted to go 
to for a long time. It was a wild and unique 
part of the United States known as the All 
American Road. 
�����:H�kHSW�WDbs�oQ�WKH�ZHDWKHU��sLQFH�WKH�
sOLJKWHsW�KLQW�oI�sQoZ�FOosHs�WKH�UoDG. This 
was a possibility as we neared October. We 
had originally planned to take the road to its 
end, and then head towards home. The 
possibility of rain the next day changed our 
mind. 
����2Q�D�sXQQ\�GD\�ZH�GUoYH�oYHU�WKH�
%HDUWooWK�+LJKZD\�XS�Wo��������IHHW. The 
hairpin turns were legendary and were 10 
mph speed worthy. And then we turned 
around and returned to Silver Gate for the 
night. We were relieved to be back safely. 
�����6oPH�oI�WKH�SODFHs�DOoQJ�WKH�KLJKZD\�
ZHUH�XQH[SHFWHG. There were lakes: Beartooth 
Lake, Island Lake and Gardner Lake. The 
Top of the World Store and a huge snowplow 
were the only signs of civilization. 
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%HDUWooWK�/DkH�ZDs�D�sXUSULsLQJ�DQG�bHDXWLIXO�SODFH�oQ�oXU�GULYH�DOoQJ�WKH�KLJKZD\��
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)XUWKHU�DOoQJ�ZH�sWoSSHG�DW�,sODQG�/DkH��
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$boYH�WKH�WUHH�OLQH�LW�ZDs�UHDOO\�ZLQG\��bXW�ZH�ZHUH�DW�oYHU��������IHHW��
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/ookLQJ�GoZQ�LQWo�*DUGQHU�/DkH��
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7KH�UoDG�Oooks�DOPosW�sWUDLJKW�KHUH��bXW�QoW�IoU�OoQJ��
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7KLs�Ls�D�sDIH�LQsLGH�KDLUSLQ�WXUQ��
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(DsW�oI�6LOYHU�*DWH�Ls�WKH�%HDUWooWK�+LJKZD\��bXW�bHIoUH�\oX�Jo�YHU\�IDU�WKHUH�Ls�DQoWKHU�UoDG�WKDW�KHDGs�
soXWK�WoZDUGs�&oG\��:\oPLQJ� This road is called the Chief Joseph Scenic Highway. We had never heard 
of it, but it really added to our trip. A part of the history of the Nez Perce tribe was made on this trail 
through these mountains before the road ever existed. The scenery was different from the Beartooth, but 
equally good. 
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1HDU�WKH�HQG�oI�WKH�KLJKZD\�ZH�GUoYH�DOoQJ�DQ�DUHD�WKDW�IoOOoZHG�D�sWHHS��UoFk\��FOLII� There 
was no grass in sight, but despite that a silly cow walked along the road with all of the traffic. 
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7KH�ODQG�oSHQHG�XS�Ds�ZH�QHDUHG�&oG\��bXW�sWLOO�Qo�FLYLOL]DWLoQ��

181 



182 



183 



184 



185 



7KLs�ZDJoQ�ZLWK�sXSSOLHs�ZDs�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�oI�WKH�UoDG��
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:H�ZHQW�WKUoXJK�D�PoXQWDLQoXs�DUHD�ZKHUH�LW�KDG�UHFHQWO\�sQoZHG��
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�����2QH�oI�WKH�SODFHs�WKDW�ZH�UHDOO\�ZDQWHG�Wo�
YLsLW�oQ�WKLs�WULS�ZDs�'HYLO·s�7oZHU�1DWLoQDO�
0oQXPHQW. Our only other visit was on the 
trip West in 1986. It was an essential stop 
then, also. The movie, ”Close Encounters of a 
Third Kind,” had recently come out, and that 
movie was built around Devil’s Tower. It was 
mostly unknown to most people before then. 
�����5HDFKLQJ�'HYLO·s�7oZHU�Ls�QoW�GLUHFW��
Mostly uninhabited back roads lead off the 
Interstate towards the monument. It seems 
like an endless drive. Jim’s mother, Sally 
Gardner, drove a dirt road to Devil’s Tower 
in 1932. Other than today’s paved road, the 
drive is no different today. 
�����:KHQ�ZH�DUULYHG�LQ������LW�ZDs�ODWH�LQ�WKH�
GD\� We watched the sun setting behind the 
sky. There was no visitor center then - 
nothing nearby that was civilized at all. 
Down the road we finally found a place 
where we could get a bite to eat. 
�����7oGD\�WKHUH�Ls�D�sPDOO�YLsLWoU�FHQWHU��DQG�
QHDUb\�D�FoXSOH�oI�PoGHUQ�WoXULsW�SODFHs�
DLPHG�DW�WDkLQJ�\oXU�PoQH\�IoU�XQQHHGHG�
soXYHQLUs��Down the road exists the place we 
ate in ‘86 �VOiJhWO\ iPSURYeG). 
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�'HYLO·s�7oZHU��
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,Q������-LP·s�PoWKHU�Wook�D�WULS�oXW�ZHsW�ZLWK�WZo�IULHQGs��Her car was primitive �E\ WRGD\V VWDnGDUGV�, the 
roads were dirt, but the first glimpse of Devil’s Tower then is almost the same as today. Devil’s Tower is still 
in a very remote and unpopulated location. (ThiV iV SDOO\·V 1��2 ShRWRJUDSh�� 
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$SSUoDFKLQJ�'HYLO·s�7oZHU�LQ�����������\HDUs�ODWHU��
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:H�FoXOG�ILOO�D�book�ZLWK�MXsW�WKH�SKoWoJUDSKs�oI�'HYLO·s�7oZHU��WKDW�ZH�Wook�oQ�WKLs�WULS��,W�ZDs�KDUG�Wo�FKoosH��
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$�ILOP�SKoWo�oI�'HYLO·s�7oZHU�IUoP�������
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7KUoXJKoXW�WKH�ZooGs�DW�WKH�UoFk\�bDsH�oI�WKH�
WoZHU�DUH�SUD\HU�IODJs��WKDW�ZHUH�SODFHG�WKHUH�
b\� 1DWLYH� $PHULFDQs� �ZhR FRnViGeU WhiV D hRO\ 
ViWe�� 

,W� Ls�DOso�D�sSHFLDO� sLWH� Wo� UoFk�FOLPbHUs��ZKo�
OoYH�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�oI�PDkLQJ�LW�Wo�WKH�WoS�oI�WKLs�
PoQoOLWK��
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2Q�-XQH����������5DFKDHO��0DUFLD�DQG�6DUDK�DUH�WDkLQJ�DQ�HDUO\�HYHQLQJ�sWUoOO�DUoXQG�WKH�bDsH�oI�'HYLO·s�
7oZHU��The place was empty and remote. When we left we had to search for a place to eat supper. �2XU PeDO  
FRVW XV ��2�00� RXU PRWeO FRVW ��6�00 IRU WZR URRPV� DnG Ze SXW 11 JDOORnV RI JDV in Whe FDU IRU �11�00 � Ze NeSW JRRG 
UeFRUGV eYen When�� 
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The UeVWDXUDnW ZheUe Ze DWe in ¶�6 ORFDWeG DW DeYiO·V TRZeU -XFWiRn� 

+XOeWW� W\RPinJ 

200 



:H�OHIW�'HYLO·s�7oZHU�b\�D�bDFk�UoDG�DQG�ILQDOO\�FDPH�Wo�WKH�WoZQ�oI�+XOHWW��:\oPLQJ��DnG D JDV VWDWiRn�� 
This road eventually led us into the Black Hills. And, we had a good look at the country here, away from 
the main highways. 
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:H�DUULYHG�LQ�WKH�%ODFk�+LOOs�YLD�WKH�6SHDUILsK�&DQ\oQ�6FHQLF�%\ZD\�ZLWK�SOHQW\�oI�DXWXPQ�FoOoU�DQG�D�
UXsKLQJ�sWUHDP�QH[W�Wo�WKH�UoDG��This was the gold rush country of the 1800’s, but now featured Lead and 
Deadwood as a typical tourist towns. We bypassed the famous Black Hills sites of Mt. Rushmore and Crazy 
Horse in our hurry to reach the Badlands. 
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7KHsH�SKoWos�oI�0oXQW�5XsKPoUH�1DWLoQDO�0oQXPHQW�ZHUH�WDkHQ�LQ������ZKHQ�ZH�YLsLWHG�KHUH�ZLWK�6DUDK�
DQG�5DFKDHO�oQ�oXU�bLJ�MoXUQH\�oXW�:HsW��On the day these were photographed the sky was fantastic and 
the light perfect - even if they are on “film.” 
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:HOFoPH�Wo�6FHQLF� The first time we entered 
Scenic was in 1986 on our Western vacation with 
Sarah and Rachael. We’d gone to the AAA and 
had them plan where we were to go via a 
“triptik”�1R PDSSinJ V\VWePV in ¶�6� MXVW PDSV��  
0DUFLD·s� JUDQGPoWKHU� KDG� WDXJKW� LQ� 0LssLoQ��
6oXWK�'DkoWD�oQ�WKH�5osHbXG�5HsHUYDWLoQ��DQG�
ZH�DskHG�Wo�KDYH�LW�LQFOXGHG�LQ�oXU�sSHFLDO�PDS��
This took us off the main roads. We traveled the 
entire way across the Rosebud Reservation and 
then on through the Pine Ridge Reservation �ZiWh 
iWV inIDPRXV hiVWRU\ RI WRXnGeG .nee�� We then 
turned north in order to reach the Badlands 
National Park. It was desolate country that 
belonged to the Sioux Nation.  

:KHQ�\oX� OHDYH�3LQH�5LGJH�QHDU� WKH�%DGODQGs�
\oX� DUULYH� LQ� 6FHQLF� In 1986 Scenic was an 
unbelievable shanty town with a rundown 
church, jail and bar. We stopped the car and ran 
out with our cameras �DOO IRXU RI XV�. Rachael was 
standing near the bar when a couple of unsavory 
people walked out. Jim yelled get in the car - and 
away we went. 
,Q������ZH�DUULYHG�LQ�6FHQLF�YLD�WKH�%ODFk�+LOOs� 
All of the buildings were still standing, but this 
time the bar �ZiWh iV DnWeORSe VNXOOV DnG hDnG 
SDinWeG ViJn� was boarded up. No unsavory 
people appeared, so we leisurely photographed 
the scene... and remembered. 
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7KH�6FHQLF�MDLO�
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5DFKDHO�SKoWoJUDSKLQJ��XS FORVe��WKH�sWLOO�oSHQ�bDU�LQ�6FHQLF��ZKLFK�UHDOO\�XSsHW�KHU�GDG��
208 



7KLUW\� \HDUs� ODWHU� WKH� sDOooQ�ZDs� FOosHG�boDUGHG� XS� LQ� 6FHQLF�� DQG� WKH� sLJQ�ZDs� FKDQJHG� Wo� UHDG� ´oOGµ� /oQJKoUQ�
6DOooQ�µ Whe NO was removed in front of the words “Indians allowed”... Who knows when these changes were made. 209 



6oXWK�oI�WKH�%DGODQGs�1DWLoQDO�3DUk�Ls�WKH�boXQGU\�oI�WKH�3LQH�5LGJH�6LoX[�,QGLDQ�5HsHUYDWLoQ��
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*UDssODQG�Ls�ZKDW�sXUUoXQGs�WKH�bDGODQG�GXQHs��Part of the remaining 
great prarie of the United States. 
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)UoP�6FHQLF�\oX�DSSUoDFK�WKH�%DGODQGs�1DWLoQDO�3DUk�YLD�LWs�bDFk�GooU��The Sioux Nation owns most of 
the land on the southern side of the long road that you travel to reach the park. We ended up taking a 
short-cut dirt road into the park, and saw some really interesting views that we could have missed. 
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$XWXPQ�IOoZHUs�DGGHG�FoOoU�Wo�WKH�ODQGsFDSH��
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7KHUH�DUH�bLsoQ�LQ�WKH�JUDssODQG�sHFWLoQs�oI�WKH�SDUk��bXW�ZH�GLGQ·W�sHH�DQ\�WKLs�WLPH �Ze VDZ EiVRn in 1��6�� 
There are also plenty of antelope, big horn sheep and prairie dogs. 
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7KH�DQFLHQW�´GXQHsµ�FKDQJH�FoOoU�IUoP�oQH DUHD�Wo�DQoWKHU��Sometimes the dominent color is yellow, sometimes pink 
and red, sometimes gray and white. Since we were in the park as the sun was setting, the colors were very changeable.
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$s�ZH�DSSUoDFKHG�WKH�&HGDU�3Dss�DUHD�oI�WKH�SDUk�ZH�UHPLQLsFHG�DboXW�oXU�sWD\�DW�WKH�&HGDU�3Dss�/oGJH�
LQ������ We spent two nights in a relatively primitive cabin (iW ZDV Whe RnO\ SODFe WR VWD\� that was run by the 
Sioux Nation. In 2016 the cabins appear identical �PD\Ee GiIIeUenW inViGe� to the ones from 30 years ago. This 
definitely is not one of the high priority National Parks in the system. To us the park was visually 
spectacular �DnG TXiWe GiIIeUenW IURP Whe nRUWheUn EDGODnGV RI TheRGRUe 5RRVeYeOW 1DWiRnDO 3DUN in 1RUWh DDNRWD�� 
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6DUDK�DQG�5DFKDHO�oQ�WoS�oI�D�%DGODQGs�GXQH�
-XQH�������nRWe 5DFhDeO·V ZUDSSeG XS hDnG���

7KLs�SKoWo�ZDs�WDkHQ�LQ�������bXW�WKH�FoWWDJHs�
Oook�MXsW�OLkH�WKH\�GLG�LQ�����������\HDUs�DJo. 
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0LWFKHOO��6oXWK�'DkoWD�

236 



7KH�&oUQ�3DODFH�������� 7KH�&oUQ�3DODFH��������

,Q�������oQ�oXU�ZD\�oXW�ZHsW��WKH�GULYH�IUoP�3HQQs\OYDQLD�ZDs�OoQJ�DQG�boULQJ��Sarah and Rachael 
huddled in the back seat and ignored everything. Then... we arrived in Mitchell, South Dakota, where 
we planned to spend the night. It was here our explorations really began, as we spent the evening taking 
in the Corn Palace. It was a marvel of many colored corn kernels, and we didn’t know it existed until we 
saw it in front of us.  �We REYiRXVO\ hDG WR UeYiViW Whe &RUn 3DODFe in 2016 � WhiV WiPe DW Whe enG RI RXU WUiS��
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Designed using Adobe Photoshop Lightroom 
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�����:H�ZHUH�QoW�PDkLQJ�books�ZKHQ�ZH�Wook�oXU�ODsW�bLJ�WULS�oXW�ZHsW�LQ������ We now realize that it is essential to “tell 
a story” with our books. This has led us to taking photographs “out the window of the car” to show the areas we have 
traveled through on our way to reaching the great destinations of our trip. We decided that this trip �OiNe RXU 2011 WUiS� 
deserved two books. This is the second book from our 2016 trip to the Midwest. It covers Yellowstone National Park, the 
Beartooth Highway, Devils Tower National Monument, the Badlands National Park and the Corn Palace in Mitchell, SD. 
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